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21 January 2002 
Re: the Jervis Bay Marine Park Draft Zoning Plan (October 2001) 
 
Dear Sir or Madam; 
 
This reply on the draft zoning and operational plan for the Jervis Bay Marine Park is made on 
behalf of the members of the Australian National University (ANU) Scuba Diving Club (ANUSC).   
Our club, with more than 100 members consisting of students, staff and affiliates, has been actively 
diving Jervis Bay for more than two decades.   We possess two inflatable NAIAD boats that can 
often be seen anchored (and displaying a dive flag) at any number of Jervis Bay dive sites, both 
inside and outside of the bay.  Beneath the water, our divers revel in the fish and plant life that 
Jervis Bay has to offer  - we descend, observe and leave the ecosystem the way we found it. 
 
On the whole, we support the October 2001 zoning plan.  In fact, we would greatly like to see the 
sanctuary zones expanded to form larger continuous zones.  However, the phrasing of the proposed 
restrictions against mooring/anchoring is of great concern to us non-commercial divers.  Weather 
permitting, our club will often head outside the bay entrance (e.g., Stony Creek, eastern Bowen 
Island, cliffs north of Point Perpendicular, etc.) to dive.   In the likely scenario that these dive sites 
are not Designated Anchoring Areas (DAAs), the proposed plan would prevent a dive boat from 
anchoring, instead requiring divers to ascend in either blue water or along a shot line.  Especially in 
situations where a current exists, these alternatives are markedly less safe than a controlled ascent 
along a fixed (anchor) line.  The effect then of the current proposal is to either promote unsafe 
diving practices or curtail the ecologically passive activity of diving in sanctuary zones which 
contain some of the better dive sites in the marine park.  
 
It is important to realize that the interests of scuba divers at large are not synonymous with those of 
commercial dive operators.  While commercial operators are often content to spend a weekend 
repeatedly diving “the Docks” and Bowen Island’s “the Nursery”, clubs like ours have the 
flexibility and desire to explore.  Restricting anchoring to a small number of DAAs will adversely 
affect the park experience for our members, and, in our opinion (having seen first-hand the 
negligible effects of responsible anchoring), is not ecologically warranted.   We would therefore ask 
that you revisit this section of the zone plan with an eye to making it more diving-friendly.  If you 
have any questions about the above comments, please contact me at the phone number below. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Darran Edmundson 
Secretary, ANU Scuba Club 
(tel: 02-6125-0517, fax: 02-6125-5088; email: Darran.Edmundson@anu.edu.au) 


