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President’s Report (Gail Vest) 

The weather played havoc this year and generally, dives were down on the count. We remember 
how some of our members suffered from the tragedy of the bushfires and lost everything material 
(luckily no lives), as we watched in horror just what the Australian bush can dish out. The 
generosity of members to help by way of contribution confirmed a healthy club spirit. 

Again, we were consumed with duty at “O”-Day, setting up Scuba Sally and the Puffer-fish at the 
crack of dawn, with intent to get student numbers up and show off what we love to do. (This year 
seemed to work very well for our Student Officer, or was it Chuck, who netted more young girls at 
the tri-dive session than I’ve ever seen before).  

Having the Carp Gutters feature on our club Dive Canberra T-shirt, we strove to take recreational 
diving to another level. The Club's mobile research unit (CARP_1) undertook an extensive survey 
of the Lake and determined that the migrating Carp were most likely to be found at Black Mountain 
Peninsula and organised a “low viz” dive on the western side … great stuff.  

 A few new Club initiatives were successful:   

• Thanks to our environment officer who headed the ANUSC response for the very successful 
campaign to protect WA's Ningaloo Reef under threat by a massive marina resort project.  

• The Club tackled a “clean up” of Tathra Wharf on Clean Up Australia Day, lifting deck 
chairs, bottles and knives as the local kids haggled over heaps of retrieved fishing gear. 

• Last year the Club joined SCAN (Scuba Associations of New South Wales) a recreational 
scuba advocacy group and we reunited with them this year and went diving to the sites at 
Kurnell NSW. 

• The Club expressed interest in Daffodil & Puffer-fish helping out with rescue at the 2003 
Sri Chinmoy Triple Tri swim leg of the race on Lake Burley Griffin, only to have the Yacht 
Club beat us to it, but we look forward to talking to the organisers about more events in the 
future. 

Onto water restrictions, the clubs Boat Officer secured an exemption from the stage 3 mandatory 
water restrictions for the washing of our boats, please have a look on the pin-board next time you’re 
in the boatshed for details on how to wash a boat from a bucket. The North Oval’s proposed new 
Pavilion still hasn’t progressed into its next stage of development so there is no immediate change 
for access to the water/toilets area. The SRA will keep us posted on arrangements. 

Our Lady Musgrave Island dream appears to get harder to organise each year. The new booking 
arrangement had our courageous VP at his work-desk on the Internet at midnight trying to beat the 
mob and secure a spot for 25 campers on the island, and yes, he did it! Although changes to the 
booking system have made it very difficult to get the dates we want. 

Diving unfortunately is only part of what a Committee does. It was a close call for the club this 
year; we nearly copped a substantial fine for a “no show” at the SRA –Annual General 
Meeting      (we need two members to attend the function to avoid any such fine). After a big fuss 
and a letter of complaint to the ANUSC Committee regarding non-members using club gear there is 
also a need to tidy up with the SRA some club boat policy issues: 

1.      When a non-member is somehow contributing to a club trip – for example allowing us 
to stay at cheap accommodation - can she/he use the boats on this trip?  
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2.      When a club trip is organised together with another university dive club can they use 
the dive boats, while our members share theirs. 

3.      When a diver from overseas is in Canberra for one or more months – can she/he come 
on a club trip and use the dive boats?   

Other issues for committee/member discussion include:  

4.      A well defined deposit system for members signing up for the LMI trip. 

I would like to thank our Vice President who fearlessly held the reins of the ANUSC Committee as 
President for three months while Peter & I travelled and dived the wonders of Thailand & Vietnam 
(yep, with bombs going off underwater - dynamite fishing is still happening). And thankyou to our 
acting Treasurer for her input while our real Treasurer and new wife spend time in beautiful S/East 
Asia on business. 

I’ve had fun, thanks for having me as part of a wonderful sporting club.  
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Gear Officer/Vice-President Report (Charles Adamson) 
 
I would like to thank the gear issue officers (Jeremy, Chris, Regina, Uli and Scott) for helping to 
make the gear officer’s job pretty easy this year.  
 
The roster system ran smoothly and people were more than happy to help out when required. 
Special thanks to Chris who has volunteered to attend the gear shed on Christmas day and to Peter 
Christen for showing me the ropes early on in the year.  
 
The Club President’s overseas travel also gave me the opportunity of stepping into her booties for a 
few months. Nothing too disastrous occurred during her absence, so I consider that a job well done. 
 
The most important issue for the Gear Officer is that at the end of the year we still have the same 
number of tanks, regs and BCDs as we had at the start of the year. The only real drama was a tank 
that went MIA for several weeks, only to be found in a local dive shop waiting to be collected. We 
also had a high pressure hose blow during a dive this year. There were only a few instances where 
dirty gear was returned, and this was sorted out as required.  
 
Chris and I also pushed hard for 'dawn dives' on club trips to make use of the best (flat and 
windless, though not always clear viz) conditions.  Somewhat to my surprise, the nightly contest to 
participate in these early (6am) dives was keen. And with Chris' natural enthusiasm and early 
morning persuasive techniques, these dives actually occurred. Dawn dives are a great concept and I 
hope all trip co-ordinators embrace the concept where they can. 
 
I would also like to thank Ron Henry for putting together a 'dummies' guide to the Club's GPS. This 
is available on the club's website, and will remain a great resource for the future, so please give it a 
look. 
 
In terms of equipment servicing and purchasing; 
 

• All the Club’s regulators were serviced pre LMI in September and were all found to be in 
good condition. The only ongoing point of angst for the Gear Officer regarding regulators is 
when they free-flow. This is a relatively minor fix, but it currently means the regulators 
have to be sent out for servicing. This represents two problems for the Club; the gear can be 
out of action for several weeks and it involves a cost for the club. Perhaps the 2003-04 Gear 
Officer could investigate the possibility of organising training for interested club members 
to fix basic problems such as free-flowing regulators. Any initial cost would be at least 
partly re-couped from savings from servicing. 

 
• All the tanks have again passed their annual hydro test, including all the steelies, some of 

which are older than our student divers. 
 

• The Club’s BCDs were serviced as required in 2002-03, though the 2003-04 gear officer 
may wish to put all BCDs in for preventative servicing. Most of the gear failures I have 
been involved in have revolved around BCDs (even a brand new one out for its first dive), 
so it’s something I am particularly sensitive about. I’m told this servicing is relative quick 
and inexpensive to do.  

 
• The club also purchased 10 new lifejackets this year. While they are difficult to store on the 

boat, and not much of a fashion statement, I would note that it is illegal for our boat 
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skippers to take out more divers than lifejackets. Following another bad accident earlier this 
year, it is now illegal to cross the Narooma Bar without everyone in the boat wearing a 
lifejacket.  

 
• The Club’s dive gear spare part kit was replenished pre LMI. 

 
• New (replacement) flares were purchased. 

 
• A new (replacement) bottom sounder was purchased. 

 
• The Club’s O2 bottles remained unused in 2002-2003, a happy outcome. 

 
I would also like to suggest that the club organise a second-hand buy-swap-sell meet. An informal 
poll suggests most club members have scuba gear they are keen to get to get rid of, while others are 
keen to add things to their kit. Suggested timing would be to coincide with the start of the 2004 
dive year and to tie it in with the annual start-of-year and welcome of new members BBQ. This was 
held in March this year, prior to the new and rusty’s trip.  
 
There were a number of outstanding issues that a lack of time and a lot of indolence meant I did not 
get around to doing this year. As such, I submit the following issues for the next Gear Officer’s 
consideration. 
 

• Stamp First Stage (serial number 190 010) with ANUSC marking (‘ANU 9C’). 

• Permanently mark all ANUSC tanks (suggest dog tags tied off with wire). 

• Fit new lock to clubhouse side door (current lock does not look very secure). 

• Fit dust ‘flaps’ to sliding doors (reduce amount of dust coating boats/gear). 

• Fit clips to each regulator console (suggest twin zip ties and bolt snaps). 

• Fit additional storage space for files etc inside gear cage (suggest bungie cord & file holder 
as per current system). 

• Investigate the need to purchase a second GPS. 

• Re-investigate purchase of/and club policy towards safety reels.  

• Need a replacement set of keys for issue to a Gear Issue Officer. 

• Need a set of gear cage keys for issue to the Boat Officer. 

 
Thanks to the Cub for the opportunity of being Gear Officer/Vice President and fill-in President 
this year. I enjoyed most of it, and of course I remain happy to assist the new Gear Officer in any 
way that I can. 

 



Page 6 of 16 

Treasurer's Report (Ole Nielsen) 
 
 
Dear Fellow bubblers. 
 
As you read this I will already have been gone for about two months and Michelle Lim will have 
been acting treasurer in my absence. Thank you Michelle! 
 
Therefore, everything I write in this report and the associated balances relate to our financial status 
as of 31 August 2003. Michelle will be able to fill in any activities past that date. 
 
I’ll take this opportunity to remind you that previous financial documents and the ten-year-plan 
which directs our long term planning are all available on the WEB at  
http://www.anu.edu.au/clubs/scuba/committee/treasurer. 
 
 
Preliminary report as of 31 August 2003 
 
2003 was a strange year for the club. It was as active as ever with more than 15 normal dive trips, a 
very successful trip to Musgrave and other great activities such as try-dives in the pool with more 
than ten participants, a substantial commitment to help members who suffered losses in the fires, 
increased networking with other clubs, production of new club T-shirts and much more.  
 
Yet our trips returned less than half of the budget and about a third of the results achieved in the 
previous three years. The most likely explanation is that we got hit by bad weather most of the 
season. I advise that we don’t resort to any knee-jerk reactions but that the new committee carefully 
watch next year’s economy. 
 
The Musgrave trip is not fully finalised at the time of writing and not incorporated in the balance 
but it is clear that it returned a comfortable amount above the budgeted $2,200 - which historically 
covers boat and compressor wear and tear.  Membership intake and gear hire were pretty much on 
track as were our expenses.  A few expenses such as tank and reg servicing has not yet been paid 
but are not expected to exceed the budget.  We have $15,187.51 in a term deposit which matures 
around the time of the AGM. This should bring us another $500-$600 in nice non-taxable interest. 
So, in spite of the slightly disappointing result from dive trips and because of our generally healthy 
financial buffer we are still in a very good financial position and ready to cope with the planned 
major capital replacements in the future. 
 
In our financial planning almost three years ago we flagged that the Pufferfish engine will be 5 
years old next year and suggested that it be replaced at a budgeted cost of $9,000 - and that the old 
engine would bring in $2,500.  The main point of this exercise was to involve the SRA in a long-
term exercise planning to ensure continued maintenance of our assets in order to keep them safe 
and fully functional. Hence the SRA is expecting an application for $7,000 next year. This is of 
course not set in stone – maybe the Puff hull or the Daff motor need the attention – and should be 
reconsidered by the new committee. 
 
I will be willing to continue another year as either treasurer or president if you have any problems 
filling the committee positions. 
 
In any case – see you all next season! 
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Dive Trips (Dec 2002 – Nov 2003, Preliminary) 
 

# Date Location Organiser Fees Accom Towing Petrol Misc 
Net 

result 
1 21-23 Dec Montague Marc Spooner 253.00   -50.00 -141.00   62.00 
2 24-26 Dec Ad hoc Jeremy Weinman 72.00   -40.00     32.00 
  18-19 Jan Jindabyne Chris Bloomfield Cancelled           
3 1-2 Feb Montague Jeremy Weinman 612.50 -100.00 -85.00 -175.70 40.00 291.80 
4 4 Feb Canberra Charles Adamson 0.00         0.00 
5 14-16 Feb Eden Peter Christen 1832.00 -1603.20 -100.00 -82.45 40.00 86.35 
6 1-2 March Tathra Lucy Randall 0.00         0.00 
7 8-9 March Malua Bay Scott Collis 142.00   -60.00     82.00 
8 15-17 March Jervis Bay Thomas Magill 765.00 -287.25 -100.00 -107.69 -3.25 266.81 
9 22-23 March Sydney Darran Edmundson 224.00 -118.80 -40.00 -21.95   43.25 
10 5-6 April Malua Bay Charles Adamson 604.00 -420.00 -48.00 -43.00   93.00 
11 18-21 April Laurieton Ole Nielsen 117.00   -40.00 -76.38 -0.62 0.00 
12 22-27 April Nth Solitaries Jeremy Weinman 260.00   -160.00 -59.10 -0.90 40.00 
13 10-11 May Windang Charles Adamson 380.00 -221.00 -55.00 -15.00 -7.50 81.50 
14 24-25 May Jervis Bay Chris Bloomfield 410.00 -138.00 -100.00 -67.28 0.28 105.00 
  7-9 June Laurieton Ole Nielsen Cancelled         0.00 

15 16-17 Aug Kioloa Matthias Regner 582.00 -488.00 -80.00 -81.27 67.27 0.00 
16 19-20 Sep Malua Bay Charles Adamson             
17 4-6 Oct Norah Head Michelle Lim             
                    
    Total NSW dive trips 6253.50 -3376.25 -958.00 -870.82 135.28 1183.71 

                    
  4-20 July LMI (ESTIMATED) 19053.00 -1411.25 -600.00       
      Gear hire         -1800.00   
      Charter boats         -5925.00   
      Food         -5894.73   
      Gas, ice etc         -109.94   
      Misc         -825.10   
                    

    Total LMI Benjamin Lees 19053.00 -1411.25 -600.00 0.00 
-

14554.77 2486.98 
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Financial Status (1 December 2002 – 31 August 2003) 
 
EXPENSES This year Budget   INCOME This year Budget
MAINTENANCE:      Member fees 989.05 600
Boat engine servicing 268.40 800   Gear hire 897.00 1000
Boat repairs 1066.44 1200   Normal dive trips 1183.71 2500
Oil/fluids/cleaners/glue   100   Musgrave trip Not yet fin 2200
Trailer repairs 19.97 500   Equipment sale    
Boat registrations 75.00 130   Fundraising/donations (3) 827.00  
Trailer registrations   104   Interest on accounts 26.11 600
Tank service Not yet 800   SRA funding to date 1606.64 2500
Reg service Not yet 1000   GST paid by SRA 153.16 250
BC service Not yet 200   Misc (2) 279.90  
Compressor service Not yet 200   TOTAL INCOME 5962.57 9650
Shed maintenance Not yet 100        

TOTAL MAINTENANCE 1429.81 5134   Income less expenses 2566.31 3516

            
EQUIPMENT           

Regs  45.00         

Safety equip (estim) 500.00 500   STATUS Debit Credit
TOTAL EQUIPMENT 545.00 500   Bank accounts 31/8/2003    
       CBA 14037.51  
OTHER EXPENSES      CUCB 1043892 381.82  
Sundry Expenses 7.80 75   CUCB 1089321 (Term) 15187.51  
Activities 182.94 200        
Memberships 60.00 100   Outstanding    
Women in sports      T-shirts in stock 158.00  
Bank charges 20.71 75   Prepaid camping etc 1900.00  
Oxygen refills etc 50.00    Charles overbanked   25.00
Bushfire relief for mbrs 1100.00    Musgrave money (1)   7960.36
Postage/freight   50   Retained earnings   21113.17
TOTAL OTHER  1421.45 500   Income less expenses   2566.31
       Balance 31664.84 31664.84
TOTAL EXPENSES 3396.26 6134        
       1: This includes the profit (approx 2500 and payments still to be made)
       2: Includes reimbursement from 1770  
       3: Essentially donations to bushfire relief  
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Preliminary Budget 2004 
 
EXPENSES Budget 2004 Prelim 2003 Result 2002 Result 2001
         

MAINTENANCE:        
Boat engine servicing 500 268.40 472.10 363.00
Boat repairs 1100 1066.44 974.46 1544.21
Oil/fluids/cleaners/glue 100  34.02 100.52
Trailer repairs 250 19.97 958.35 294.61
Boat registations 130 75.00 129.20 125.60
Trailer registrations 100  67.00 0.00
Tank service 800 Not yet 728.75 737.35
Reg service 1000 Not yet 964.60 408.15
BC service 200 Not yet   70.00
Compressor service 200 Not yet 128.00 185.50
Shed maintenance 100 Not yet 41.39 33.75
TOTAL MAINTENANCE 4480 1429.81 4497.87 3862.69
         
EQUIPMENT        
BCs    1192.00 1650.00
Regs    45 1788.00 2929.00
Tanks        
90 HP engine 9000      
Safety equipment etc   500 547.04 1289.59
TOTAL EQUIPMENT 9000 545.00 3527.04 5868.59
         
OTHER EXPENSES 500 1421 317.45 261.50
         

TOTAL EXPENSES 13980 3396.26 8342.36 9992.78
         
          

INCOME Budget 2004 Prelim 2003 Result 2002 Result 2001
          
Member fees 700 989.05 765.00 605.00
Gear hire 750 897.00 1250.00 950.00
Normal divetrips 2500 1183.71 3276.90 3261.95
Musgrave trip 2200 Not yet fin 1846.53 4733.12
Equipment sale 2500   231.00 215.00
Fundraising/donations 50 827.00 5.04 121.50
Interest on accounts 400 26.11 570.59 253.47
SRA funding 7000 1606.64 3846.94 6320.14
GST paid by SRA 700 153.16 376.22 524.66
Misc   279.90     
TOTAL INCOME 16800 5962.57 12168.22 16984.84
          
Income less expenses 2820 2566.31 3825.86 -9992.78
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Secretary’s Report (Darran Edmundson) 
 
Membership Summary 
 
The club currently has 113 financial members of which 62% are students.  Unfortunately we do not 
maintain statistics on the fraction of members actually participating in dive activities, and with 
what frequency.  It would be fun to know though, and could easily be incorporated into the 
revamped web site (see below). 
 
 
Mailing List 
 
The club email lists were migrated to the new “mailman” system used by the ANU.  Messages sent 
to both the member and committee lists are now archived for the benefit of future PhDs doing 
research on “scuba club administration in the early 21 century”.   One of the duties of the Secretary 
is to visit the club pigeon-hole to collect and process the green membership forms that dribble in 
throughout the year.  About half of these are renewals and we ought to find an easier way of 
renewing these members instead of forcing them to visit the SRA.  The current method, purging 
lapsed financial members from the mailing list, worked wonders for getting people to renew early 
in the season but is arguably a little heavy-handed.  Club members should note that they can change 
their mailing list email address, request a subscription, and peruse the archives online via: 
     http://mailman.anu.edu.au/mailman/listinfo/anusc-members 
 
 
Web Site 
 
I have mixed emotions about the club web site.  It now sports a regularly updated news section and 
includes plenty of photos of past trips.  Behind the scenes, the site has undergone a partial 
cleaning/reorganization featuring a relatively easy-to-maintain membership database.   
However, my intention this year was to effectively partition the web site in half, one for public 
view and prospective new members, and a second private area for members only.  This latter 
section would hold the gory details that the committee strongly feels should be easily accessible to 
members and stakeholders like the SRA – trip reports, financials, meeting minutes, membership 
details, etc.  The impending birth of our daughter Kaiya, however, put this project on the proverbial 
back burner.  (And who knows, had it transpired the entire Voldemort affair might have been 
avoided.)  So the transition to a web site that acts as an organized record of the club’s history is 
incomplete.  But it desperately needs to happen – and it is an important enough job that no single 
person should be responsible for it.   I would urge this AGM to solicit volunteers to get the task 
done.  (I volunteer to help.) 
 
 
Record Keeping 
 
On assuming the Secretarial role I could find no trace of past Committee and AGM minutes.  
Record-keeping is constitutionally mandated for a very good reason - future Committees need to be 
able to look at past decisions.  It provides continuity and accountability.  I’ve tried to fulfil this duty 
but it is very easy to let it slide.  Expecting minutes to appear on the private area of the web site 
would be a good way of ensuring that records are kept. 
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Bushfire Relief 
 
A number of our members were severely affected by the bushfires that raged through Canberra last 
summer.  The Committee quickly resolved to support these people by organizing replacement of 
snorkelling gear.  This was made possible through generous financial donations from club members 
and the ever-present support of the Scuba Store’s Steve Harding.  The emotional letters of thanks 
from Bill, Kris, Jen and Kim reinforced that this is what “clubdom” is all about. 
 
 
Club T-Shirts 
 
We have a number of club t-shirts remaining from the custom 
order last year (perhaps due to Peter Christen’s choice of the 
fluoro blue colour – who knows?).  These will be on sale at the 
AGM for $30.  Perhaps the AGM might consider another run of 
shirts for incoming members?  If so, I suggest we obtain our 
screen from Paddywack in Fyshwick and purchase shirts 
elsewhere.  This would be much cheaper and possibly allow shirt 
sales to be seen as a fund-raising exercise – something that the 
SRA strongly encourages. 
 
 
In Closing 
 
I’ve been on the Committee now for two and a half years during which time the club has expanded 
in a number of new directions.  Non-camping trips like Burrawang (thanks to the Scuba Store’s 
Colin Whitaker) and Edrom Lodge (thanks to Gail Vest/Peter Christen) have become an accepted 
part of the dive calendar.  The club has forged strong links to the advocacy group (Recreational) 
Scuba Clubs Association of NSW (SCAN).  We participate in SCAN joint-club trips and have new 
dive friends all up and down the NSW coastline.  We are ongoing members of the Kioloa Coastal 
Patrol. We have an active Environmental Officer and have made numerous club submissions to 
help preserve and protect underwater habitat for coming generations.  A strong emphasis has been 
placed on dive safety, one aspect of which is that gear is now being serviced on a regular and 
documented maintenance schedule.  And while I can’t say that I have enjoyed the stress that 
accompanies administration, I have greatly enjoyed the company of the other Committee members 
who made the above initiatives happen.  
 
To the incoming committee, “Illegitimi non carborundum.” 
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  Student Members 
  
  Postgraduate 
1 Bahr, Alexander 
2 Cernusak, Lucas 
3 Collis, Scott 
4 Connell, Daniel 
5 Daniel, Scott 
6 deVine, Glenn 
7 Gowland, Kelli 
8 Hack, Alistair 
9 Hosie, Chaye 

10 Hudacin, Katrina 
11 Kingi, Tanira 
12 Knudsen, Magne 
13 Lee, Alex 
14 Martin, Shaska 
15 Matsui, Miki 
16 Punzmann, Horst 
17 Rossel, Bart 
18 Rowley, Kate 
19 Rubio, Ana 
20 Schambron, Tom 
21 Spooner, Marc 
22 Steley, Colin 
23 Wensley, Mark 
24 Yamklinfun, Jamaree 
25 Yonetani, Ken 
  
  Undergraduate 

26 Alexander, Andrew 
27 Amer, Lee 
28 Bawden, Marnie 
29 Bell, Patrick 
30 Blakers, Rachel 
31 Bloomfield, Chris 
32 Bryan, Mark 
33 Carreiro, Nicholas 
34 Carrol, Anna-Lena 
35 Cecioni, Alberto 
36 Cocking, Lisa 
37 Crowley, Ryan 
38 Duffield, Erin 
39 Harrod, Owen 
40 Hone, Kirk 
41 Hutton, James 
42 Hutton, Jono 
43 Jacobs, Benjamin 
44 Keenan, Sarah 
45 Koellhofer, Deniz 
46 Kotter, Kristen 
47 Lal, Niraj 
48 Lees, Benjamin 
49 Logue, Mark 
50 Loison, Virginie 
51 McCalman, Lachlan 
52 McDonald, Tessa 
53 McGregor, Anthony 
54 McKinley, Brendon 
55 Pantano, Patrick 
56 Polden, Thomas 
57 Rady, Kirsty 
58 Reid, Sam 
59 Robson, Jacqueline 
60 Stanton, Rita 
61 Stewart, Laura 

62 Stubbs, Dayle 
63 Talwar, Vakul 
64 Toth, Olivia 
65 Tough, Alex 
66 Walton, Alexandra 
67 Watts, Michaela 
68 Wilkinson, Stephen 
69 Young, Ian 
  
  Exchange 

70 Stearns, Celia 
  
  
  Associate Members 

71 Connell, Thomas 
72 Doblan, Philip 
73 Jordan, Catherine 
74 Toohey, Michelle 
  
  
  Full Members 

75 Adamson, Charles 
76 Cheng, Amy 
77 Christen, Peter 
78 de Fredrick, Anita 
79 Edmundson, Darran 
80 Edwards, Karen 
81 Henry, Ron 
82 Himmelspach, Regina 
83 Hine, Jennifer 
84 Hutchinson, Rodney 
85 Keating, Bill 
86 Keating, Patrick 
87 Leonard, Mark 
88 Lim, Michelle 
89 MacAdam, Hugh 
90 Magill, Thomas 
91 Mathesius, Ulrike 
92 McCarthy, Tess 
93 Nielsen, Ole 
94 Northcote, Roger 
95 Ollerenshaw, Jann 
96 Pellerone, Flavia 
97 Power, Martha 
98 Randall, Lucy 
99 Regner, Matthias 
100 Sands, Kristina 
101 Schortemeyer, Marcus 
102 Schram, Norm 
103 Schranz, Harold 
104 Sebo, Kim 
105 Siebke, Katharina 
106 Smola, Alex 
107 Vest, Gail 
108 Vran, Ray 
109 Webster, Richard 
110 Weinman, Jeremy 
111 Wenger, Eric 
112 Withell, Robyn 

  
  
  Valued Club Affiliate Members 

113 Young, Chuck 
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Boat Officer’s Report (Thomas J. Magill) 
 
With relief I can say that apart from few major repairs the work on the club boats kept to basic 
maintenance. This was probably influenced in part by the fact that the club experienced comparably 
fewer dives during the last season. 
 
One boat working bee was conducted in June, prior to the annual Queensland trip. 
 
Due to the ongoing drought, level 3 water restrictions were imposed in the ACT in October. These 
forbid washing of vehicles outside of public car washing facilities. We obtained an exemption 
permit from ACTEW, but we are only allowed to use bucket water for washing the boats. Details 
can be found on the exemption certificate in the boat shed. 
 
I would like to thank all the helpers that gave their support in making sure the club boats were 
ready for dive trips and in working order, and who would spend their free time conducting major 
and minor repairs; and thanks to everyone who helped at boat washes and working bees during the 
last year. 
 
The following is a list of work that was done on boats, trailers, compressor and shed during the last 
year. 
 
4.3m NAIAD "Daffodil" 
 
• Daffodil's console wiring for the depth sounder connection was modified to be similar to the wiring in 

the Pufferfish console, therefore making both depth sounders cross-compatible 
• A solid, stable battery switch (similar to the heavy one in the Pufferfish) was purchased. Next time the 

Daffodil's battery switch gives us problems it will be replaced by this new heavy-duty switch 
• A foot length of the tip of the 27 MHz Antenna on Daffodil was broken off during a gear issue when the 

boat was pulled out of the shed and the antenna caught on the roller doors – status: replaced with new 
one, old one patched and stored in gear shed as backup base station antenna (it still works, but it is no 
longer suitable for rough conditions on the water). This damage could have been avoided with more 
care. 

• 4 Type-I PFD purchased for use in the boat 
 
 
boat trailer (Redco): 
 
• New solid metal mudguards were welded onto the frame of the trailer. The support of these new guards 

was increased with welded metal steps in front and behind each guard 
• The Daffodil trailer axle has been re-aligned, and larger size hubs installed, which in turn necessitated 

larger tires. 
• Minor work to keep the electrics functioning  
 
 
5.3m NAIAD "Pufferfish" 
 
• In April, the club purchased one new depth sounder (Eagle FishEasy) for the Pufferfish. We made sure 

that the console connectors and wiring on the sounder units for both club boats are identical, which 
means that both sounders are cross-compatible now and it no longer matters which boats carries which 
sounder. 



Page 14 of 16 

• Fractures where the motor attaches to the boat were welded after the entire transom had been reinforced 
with a 3/8" aluminum board 

• Replaced flares & EPIRB 
• One of the plastic oars broke when divers entered the boat after a dive – status: replaced 
• Pufferfish pontoon cover damaged during annual trip to Queensland – status: repaired (heat welded). 

Inner tube was not damaged 
• 6 Type-I PFD purchased for use in the boat 
• Purchased new foot pump as old one was too worn to function 
 
 
boat trailer (Dunbier): 
 
• No major repairs conducted on boat trailer, apart from minor work to keep the electrics functioning  
 
 
Compressor 
 
Serviced in June. No problems reported with the compressor. 
 
 
Shed 
 
• A tidy appearance of the shed was maintained and the gutters cleared. 
• On the southern wall the shed was in places re-painted to cover up graffiti 
 
 
Upcoming 
 
• A small crack in the hull of the Daffodil was found to sit on the port side of the anchor chain 

compartment, just under the splash wall. Repairs are not imminent, but should be dealt with when time 
allows 

• The replacement of the Yamaha 90hp motor (Pufferfish) is scheduled for late 2004. 
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Environmental Officer’s Report (Lucy Randall) 
 
The highlight was undoubtedly the Clean-Up Australia dive at Tathra Wharf on 3rd March, where 7 
divers fished out a number of items from under the popular tourist and fishing venue.  For a full 
report, see http://www.anu.edu.au/clubs/scuba/trips/2003/0301_merimbula/ 
 
Members were also encouraged to sign up to a number of initiatives, including: 

• Save Ningaloo Reef, 
• Dragon Search for syngnathids (sea horses and sea dragons) 
• Dive in to Earth Day 2003 
• Australian Marine Conservation 

 
The club took part in three submissions: 

• National Recovery Plan for the Grey Nurse Shark 
http://www.deh.gov.au/coasts/species/sharks/greynurse/cod.html 

• The Syngnathid discussion paper, http://www.fisheries.nsw.gov.au/thr/thr-
species/syngnathids.htm 

• A response to the Queensland Department of Primary Industry and the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Grey Nurse Shark Regulatory Impact Statement (RIS) and Draft Public 
Benefit Test (PBT). http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/fishweb/13789.html 

 
On the downside, we missed out on the comment to the Great Barrier Reef green zones, mainly due 
to the timing of the submissions over the preparations for Lady Musgrave Island and also the GBR 
Water Quality Protection.   
 
Watching briefs need to be maintained on these as well as many other issues. 
 
I wish to thank Peter Christen for his encouragement and support – always timely and well-
considered!  
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Student Officer’s Report (Chris Bloomfield) 
 
In general, 2003 was a good year for students in the ANU Scuba Club. Student divers actively 
participated in most trips, and the Lady Musgrave trip enjoyed a particularly high student 
participation compared to last year. However, the proportion of active student members in the club 
is significantly lower than for non-students. For many, cost is still of some concern, as is time. 
While the cost of diving in the club is very low, there are many other costs associated with dive 
trips. Of particular concern to many is the cost of camping - while a much cheaper option if you 
have equipment, gear hire purchase can make the costs significant.  
 
O-week 2003 was very successful with a great deal of interest shown from the broader ANU 
community. It was good to see the many new and old faces signing up to the club for 2003. 
However, of the new people joining, many have not become active members. New and Rusties had 
plenty of new divers, but many of the experienced members chose to wait until the following long 
weekend trip to Jervis Bay. Perhaps next year it would be better to combine these trips (like in 
2002), and to consider some sort of mentor style system where new divers get an experienced 
buddy for the trip, not just one dive at a time on an ad-hoc basis. Following O-week, try-dives were 
run at Civic pool, with 15 students coming along to give scuba a go. The activity was fairly 
popular, and inspired several to go on to full scuba courses.  
 
Thanks to all the students who have come on the trips, and of course, a special thanks to those 
members who provide the essentials to make the dive trips happen, such as towing, boat 
maintenance and general organization. 
 


